
Dowling Weekly Friday, Oct. 8th 2021

Haddii aad rabto in macluumaadkaan la turjumo, fadlan la xiriir xafiiska at 612.668.4410
Si desea que se traduzca esta informacion, comuniquese con la oficina al 612.668.4410

WORDS from Ms. PAGE, Principal

Conferences are coming up soon. This is a great time to share about your feelings regarding school so far this
year. We hope that the transition from summer (and last year) has gone well for both your child and your family.
If your child’s teacher has not sent out the conference sign up instructions, this will be coming out soon. We are
interested in hearing about your Hopes and Dreams for your child and our school. We have a fabulous group of
students that is very caring, curious, and inquisitive. It is going to be a fantastic year!

Upcoming Events/Building Happenings

PTO Meeting Monday, Oct. 11  6-7:30pm- **Changed to virtual meeting**

Join Zoom Meeting: https://bwf.zoom.us/j/81951349167

Meeting ID: 819 5134 9167
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,81951349167# US (Washington DC)
+13126266799,,81951349167# US (Chicago)

“Dine Out for Dowling” the 2nd Tuesday every month at Parkway Pizza, Oct 12th. 4359 Minnehaha Ave,
Mpls 55406. 5% of sale proceeds come directly back to Dowling.

Dowling Annual FLU SHOT CLINIC!  Tuesday, Oct. 19th from 4:00-7:30 p.m. in the GYM -  Watch your email
for more information and registration form as we near the date.

Teacher/Parent Conferences- Oct. 19 evening, Oct. 20 day

NO SCHOOL for students Oct. 20, 21, 22

Announcements/Reminders

We are excited to partner with Every Meal to offer a free weekend food program to all our students!
Every Meal is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that strives to make a difference in children’s lives by focusing
on food gaps like weekends, school breaks, and summer when they can’t receive food in school.

● Free for all families
● No qualifications required for enrollment
● Students enrolled in the program will receive a 4-5 pound bag of nutritious, nonperishable food each

week on Fridays in their backpack (or the last day of the school week)
● Every Meal does not collect information from families; privacy is protected
● Families may enroll in the program or opt-out anytime throughout the school year

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://bwf.zoom.us/j/81951349167__;!!MxD8lHs9xPYQ!b7P3lbZ1WpOkoYlvqEPoks6Is_ujGZq6dGaIoDlbwDF9tpkkpNT2I5BKWCB1x9wczUafnbBbvzA$


● Families may choose from a variety of different weekend meal bag options (see enrollment form)
● Please complete the online enrollment form or a paper copy sent home by teachers to enroll your

child(ren). Please complete one form for each child that you want to bring home a bag.

Contact Marisa Gustafson with questions, 612-668-4414, marisa.gustafson@mpls.k12.mn.us

Is your student going to be absent from school? Call the attendance line at 612.668.9814 by the start of the
school day.

What to do when leaving a voicemail about your student’s absence:

1. If your student is out ill more than one day, please call daily. If you have been notified by the health

office that your student is to quarantine, you do not need to call daily.

2. Speak slowly and clearly when leaving your information

3. Provide your students first and last names, spelling the last name

4. Leave student’s grade and teacher or classroom number

5. Please include the reason they are out of school: If your child is sick, please include specific symptoms

(we need to know if your child is experiencing possible COVID symptoms).  Or, let us know if your child

has a doctor appointment,  vacation, etc.  Again, please be specific, as the more information you give,

the less likely we will need to call you back to clarify.

Thank you so much for your help with properly documenting your student's attendance!

Picture Day- We have finally secured a picture day on Nov. 22nd. Re-take day will be Dec. 8.

From the Health Office

COVID FAQs:  LOTS of questions! Here’s what we’re hearing most often...

Q: “My child just has a cold. Why are you asking me to take him/her for a COVID test?”

A: As we know, COVID infections can be tricky and can present with a range of symptoms - from none at all to
severe symptoms requiring hospitalization. The only way to know for sure if the symptoms your child is
experiencing are due to COVID is to get a test.  In students testing positive for COVID since the start of this
school year, the symptoms most often seen here and reported by other MPS School Nurses include:
congestion/runny nose, fatigue, cough, and headache. Most parents reported that they were surprised their
child tested positive.  Because of this, it’s important that students with even minor symptoms get a COVID test
(or need to isolate at home for 10 full days).

https://forms.gle/z1jyP6mbdkjfj5wQ7
mailto:marisa.gustafson@mpls.k12.mn.us


Q: How do you determine which students should quarantine when a positive case is identified in the
school?

A: When we hear of a positive test result, we conduct contact tracing per MDH guidelines.  Contact tracing
involves checking with all relevant staff (classroom teacher, specialists, lunch staff, Mpls Kids, transportation,
etc.) to determine who would qualify as close contacts.

The criteria for a close contact needing to quarantine are:

● Students closer than 3 feet away for at least 15 mn total during the day, regardless of mask use

(potentially tablemates in classroom, small group partners, students seated near each other during

specialists, etc.)

● Students closer than 6 feet for at least 15 mn without masks (meal times) or when in non-classroom

settings (bus, Mpls Kids, recess)

After contact tracing, we go over the information with administration at Health Related Services.  Administrators
then contact epidemiology at the Minneapolis Health Dept. (who work in collaboration with MDH)  to review
and to confirm the plan for quarantine and dates. We do understand that quarantining is a hardship for
students and families and try to quarantine only those students clearly meeting criteria.

Q:  Do you think that MPS will shorten the current 14 day quarantine requirement like some other districts
have done?

A: At this time, there is no plan to change.  But I can tell you that this is being discussed frequently.

Q: Will I get an attendance letter because my child has missed school due to COVID?

A: No.  Absences related to COVID (symptoms, quarantine, isolation, home waiting for test results) are coded
differently and will not result in attendance letters or referrals.

Questions? Contact Roxanne Truen, RN, Lic. School Nurse at 612-668-4416 / roxanne.truen@mpls.k12.mn.us

From the Social Worker

We are excited to share that Dowling is starting our student Native Group! In collaboration with MPS Indian
Education, a facilitator will meet with our Native Group every other week during the school day. The purpose of
this group is to learn and share about Ojibwe and Dakota traditions and practices. If your family identifies as
Native and you would like your student to participate, please contact Marisa Gustafson at
marisa.gustafson@mpls.k12.mn.us or 612.668.4414.

Family Resources

Breakfast and Lunch Menus can be found here (Lunch Menus)

mailto:roxanne.truen@mpls.k12.mn.us
mailto:marisa.gustafson@mpls.k12.mn.us
https://nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/


Community Education in collaboration with Extended Learning is excited to announce its return to after school
programming for the Fall of 2021. We have exciting options this year such as GEMS and GISE, Snapology's EPIC
Minecraft Class, Claylicious with Kidcreate Studio and many more. Registration is now open.

To register, visit Community Education Registration. Click Explore All Programs-After School Youth
Classes-Dowling. Register by October 8th if transportation is needed.

When registering you might notice a change this year. In order to ensure that our high-quality enrichment
classes are accessible to all families, we are now offering fees on a sliding scale. The different prices reflect the
average cost of offering a class as well as discounted options and options that help us cover our administrative
costs. Fees cover instructor pay, class supplies, program materials, marketing and scholarships. We are asking
families to pick the price that they are able to pay. We have always offered partial and full scholarships upon
request. By more clearly articulating our lower cost options, we have removed the barrier that some may have
felt in making these requests.

To register by phone contact the Community Education Office: 612-668-4444 or Devin.Nelson@mpls.k12.mn.us

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.mplscommunityed.com__;!!MxD8lHs9xPYQ!YjMsdRiC4zPUaDN9S0eAJVMw_Lce1uSosGwTiNNGZv8GQK9lBrloCDhMDgQa5Y-2hcJg5VCqY1o$
mailto:Devin.Nelson@mpls.k12.mn.us

